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SO MUCH FOR PROTECTING 
THE GREEN BELT!!!
It seems that despite the combined 
objections of Helsby Parish Council, 
Borough Councillors, local Residents and 
the hoped for protection of our adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan, Helsby Green Belt 
is to be sacrifi ced on the altar of housing 
development. 23 Houses are to be built 
off Proffi tts lane for Cholmondeley 

Estates. Did anyone in CWAC dare to 
ask the question “Are there not already 
enough new houses in Helsby?”

Readers may remember that an earlier 
Housing Needs survey, done on behalf 
of Cholmondeley Estates, was reported 
to show that there were a number of 
people in Helsby seeking affordable 
housing.

Is there anywhere in the UK where this 
isn’t the case?

At the 5 September CWAC Planning 
Meeting strong arguments for rejection 
of the proposal were put by Cllr Temple, 
on behalf of the Parish Council, Borough 
Councillors McKie and Riley and local 
residents.
It seems they went unheeded and the 

Planning Offi cer’s report recommending 
approval of the application was put to 
the vote. The committee divided along 
party political lines, 6 to 5, with the 
Conservatives voting to reject and the 
Labour members to approve, with the 
Labour Chair of the committee casting 
the fi nal vote.

The development comprises 23 dwellings, 
all of which must be affordable with a 
suggested split of 11 shared ownership 
properties and 12 affordable rent 
properties. The estate will comprise 4
one bedroom bungalows, 2 two 
bedroom bungalows, 9 two bedroom 
houses and 8 three bedroom houses.

The affordability along with allocation of 
the units is to be secured by a condition 
to ensure that the properties are fi rst 
offered to people with a local Helsby 
connection and would remain affordable 
in perpetuity. 

Marj Thoburn

Polly’s Return
It is seven years since Polly Barry 
resigned as a Helsby Parish Councillor 
following 4 years of service, and now 
she has taken up the role again. Now 
retired Polly has spent most of her 
working life in a variety of roles in 
Education, teaching English and Maths. 
Career highlights include teaching 
prisoners in Walton Prison, young 
people in Liverpool Community College 
and Riverside College.

She and her husband, Marcus, love 
living in the village, feel its sense of 

history and progress and Polly, in 
particular, is happy to be back on the 
Parish Council with time to devote to 
council matters. Polly describes herself 
as apolitical and very committed to 
environmental issues.
 
‘As a Councillor you have a voice and 
stand between local authorities and 
residents, so can exert some infl uence 
in approaching various problems,’ she 
explained.’ It’s so good to see young 
people settling here –it makes me feel 
very positive about the future,’    

Spare time activities include volunteering 
at Castle Park Art Centre, reading, 

country walks and traveling to different 
parts of the UK. Welcome Back, Polly.

Barbara Ginty
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Can You Help 
Helsby News?
We need to recruit volunteers willing 
to deliver Helsby News to the
following developing areas of our 
village:

Cable Drive, Barlow Drive and Croft 
Road
Mere’s Edge Apartments

There are 4 deliveries a year and if 
you would like to help contact Marj 
Thoburn on 722304 or email 
marj@thoburn.clara.co.uk.

For years now Helsby Residents have 
been despairing of the eyesore the Horse 
and Jockey has become. Many have 
thought that if developers neglected this 
landmark building long enough it would 
eventually result in the pub falling down 
and the original planning requirement, 
to maintain the front aspect, would have 
to be abandoned!

Well… would you believe it, the latest 
planning approval declares just that.

Approval to build 15 houses has been 
granted, subject to the demolition of the 

Horse and Jockey, The Pub that died of 
Shame. Thank goodness say most.

However there’s ways to go yet. Apart 
from the vast mountain of building 
regs and bat protection measures the 
Developers have also to meet certain 
conditions before they can begin work, 
conditions that should benefit the 
community. Included in the Section 106, 
Deed of Agreement which forms part of 
their contract, is a clause for ‘Education 
Contribution’ £18,990.05 payable 
towards improvements at Helsby Hillside 
Primary School. Two further clauses, 

named ‘Equipped Play Contribution’ and 
‘POS Contribution’ will provide £4,830 
and £11,837.50 towards improving 
equipped play and open space on Lower 
Robin Hood Playing Field.

And most importantly the Developers 
have to pay these amounts before any 
work can commence.

See Notification of Decision-16/03313/
Ful-Former Horse and Jockey on CWAC 
website.

Let’s hope that this time we will shortly 
see new homes. Don’t hold your 
breath… been here before. 

Marj Thoburn

A group of local scouts from the 
Mersey Weaver District enjoyed the 
experience of a lifetime in Norway in 
July. After 24 hours of travelling to get 
to Bodo with three plane journeys and 
an overnight layover in Oslo airport, 
the first week was spent at the world’s 
northernmost Scout jamboree in the 
Arctic circle. The Scouts enjoyed 24 
hours of daylight as during the 
summer months the sun doesn’t set. 
They camped and cooked on open 
wood fires alongside a group of 
Norwegian Scouts from Fagerstrand 

After the jamboree was over they 
headed South of Oslo to stay in a 
lakeside log cabin which belonged to 
their new friends 

Mersey Weaver Scouts would like 
to thank all of the local businesses 
who supported their fundraising 
activities and a big thanks  to Helsby 
Community Sports Club for hosting 
the Helsby Fun Day on 3rd June
 

Michelle Pickstock

Nord 2017 A Norwegian ExperienceParish Council News
NORTH WEST AIR AMBULANCE 
NEEDS YOUR HELP

You can’t live in Helsby and not be aware 
that when the Air Ambulance circles and 
hovers over the Hill someone is in trouble 
and desperately needs help. The North 
West Air Ambulance Charity flies 3 
helicopters, 365 days a year, providing 
advanced medical treatment within those 
vital minutes on the way to hospital. The 
Charity needs funds to keep the helicopters 
in the air and you could help. Anyone 
of us, anywhere, anytime could need 
its services. Deb Millican, Fundraiser for 
Cheshire and Wirral is hoping Helsby can 
help. Can you do a coffee morning, a 
prosecco night, a fundraiser for NWAA? 
She would love to hear from you. Contact 
her to get a fundraising ideas leaflet - Debra.
millican@nwaa.net or 0800 587 4570

 THE PUB THAT DIED OF SHAME
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Diamond Jubilee for 
Danash Dance School
In October, the pupils of the Helsby 
based Danash Dance School will once 
again be staging their annual dance 
show at the Community Centre but this 
year’s will be a very special one as it 
celebrates its founder’s 60th year in the 
business!

Maureen Nash, who started the Danash 
Stage School and now runs it alongside 
her daughter Bev, will be celebrating her 
“diamond jubilee” this autumn having 
danced in her first professional 
production in 1957. October’s show, 
which will run from Wednesday 25th to 
Saturday 28th October, will be a musical 
stroll down memory lane with many of 
Maureen’s favourite numbers from over 
the years. 

Maureen’s little granddaughter, Molly, 
has joined the dancers so there are now 
three generations of Nash dancers 
involved with the show.

Pictured here the Dancing Troup of 
1977 and the modern day show
dancers.

Judith Potts

DIFFICULT TIMES 
FOR HARMERS 
WOOD
Those folk who walk their dogs or 
simply enjoy walking in Harmer’s 
Wood were surprised recently by the 
appearance of handwritten notices 
which indicated a clash of views 
about the status of the wood and its 
future.

Helsby News has been told that 
whilst there has been a dispute, the 
Trustees of Harmers Wood, as listed 
on the Charity Commission website, 
would like to make it known that 
the wood belongs to the People of 
Helsby and surrounding areas and 
there is no question of it being sold 
or used for quarrying or becoming an 
industrial site.

The statement from the trustees says, 
“We would like to make it clear that 
we have always acted and always will 
act lawfully and with integrity in the 
best interests of the wood and the 
community, and in consultation with 
members. Our only aim is to maintain 
the wood for present and future 
generations “

Words for the World
Several members of Ellesmere Port & 
District Lions visited junior schools in the 
area promoting the Lion’s “100 Words 
for the World” competition - 
‘How to make the World a better place 
in which to live’. The idea was to 
celebrate the 100 years of Lions Clubs 
International, the world’s largest service 
organisation.

Locally there were entries from Helsby 
Hillside Primary School, Hornsmill 
Primary School and Weaver Vale School 
in Frodsham.  Reading all the hundreds 
of entries was very interesting and a 
winner was chosen to represent 
Ellesmere Port Lions Club at their District 
level. It was written by Katie Grogan, 
Year 6 at Helsby Hillside Primary School. 
She was presented, at a school assembly, 
with her prize of a Family Ticket to the 
Cheshire Vue Cinema at Cheshire Oaks, 
worth £25.00.

Her remarkable “100 Words for the 
World” which won the District section 
prize is printed below.

Treat everybody as equals.
Happiness is very important, smile and 
be happy.
End world hunger, make sure 
everybody eats.
Wars should stop! No one should 
argue, we should get along.
Or we could end poverty, so nobody is 
left out.
Racism is a no! Everybody is equal no 
matter what skin colour they have
Littering, don’t do it! Make the world a 
cleaner place.
Do not abuse animals! They are still a 
living thing and deserve to be treated 
with respect.
All of these will make the world a 
happier, cleaner and safer world for us 
to live in.

If Cholmondeley Estates is 
to be congratulated on a 
fast planning decision for 
Proffitts Lane can we hope 

for fast action to repair the 
bridge on their land which 
has closed Old Chester 
Road?

 Food for Thought!
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When the lease expired recently, the
owner of Helsby Garage, still 
remembered by many as the District
Garage, sought a new long term tenant 
and Helsby News says “welcome” to
Jonathan Wade who is now running the 
garage business.

Jonathan has a good track record in
business. He started up a small company 
in the Chester area, which, over the last 
20 years, developed into a very busy 
shop-fi tting company which ‘took over 
his life’. So he decided time to rethink, 
unload and smell the daisies!       

Jonathan knew the previous tenant of 
Helsby Garage and in between some 
golf and discussing business and his 

love for old cars he found himself 
helping out with the car sales side of the 
business, which to his surprise he found 
he enjoyed. He is passionate about old 
cars and has an MG which occupies a 
lot of his spare time. 

So what are his plans for the future of
the business? First thing is to move 
house from Knutsford to Helsby and 
spend some time fi nding his feet in the 
village. ‘Obviously’, Jonathan told HN, ‘I 
want to build on the existing reputation 
of the garage, and I want to get to 
know as many of our customers  as I 
can. I want us to be known as giving 
good customer service; get the job done 
and within the time we say. I like talking 
to people,’ he added,‘ and am always 

ready to stop for a chat, to hear what 
people have to say, what they want 
from the local garage…  I think this is 
one of the best ways to build up good 
customer service!’

Barbara Ginty      

NEW FACE AT HELSBY GARAGE

SCOUT’S 
HARD 
WORK 
BENEFITS 
WALKERS

Members of Helsby Scouts recently joined members of
the Helsby Footpaths Society, to help with annual path 
clearance. Starting with Foot Path 13, Bates Lane to 
Profi ts Lane then continuing to tackle Foot Path 28, 
which runs past The Eco house at the back of Helsby 
Hill. The Scouts did a great job and all done using only 
determination and hand tools!!  

Betty Grieve

Dr John Bassett – Foundation Year 
Two Doctor
Dr John Bassett who is a Foundation Year 
Two doctor started work at the practice at 
the beginning of August. Dr Bassett qualifi ed 
from Lancaster University 12 months 
ago and has been working as a Year One 
Foundation (junior) doctor for 12 months at 
the Countess of Chester Hospital. Dr Bassett 
will be with us for four months working 
every day except Wednesday afternoons.

Flu Clinics
Flu clinics are taking place on the following dates in Autumn 2017:

Helsby Saturday 30th September, Saturday 28th October 

Elton  Saturday 14th October

Eligible patients (aged 65 and over or if you suffer from asthma, 
diabetes, kidney, liver or heart disease) can book their appointment by 
calling reception on 01928 723676.

Brian Yorke

Helsby and Elton Practice
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POLICE NEWS
Antisocial behaviour 
(ASB) Issues
During the summer 
holidays whilst the 
schools were off we 
carried out a summer 
ASB operation to 
tackle any ASB issues 
in the area. We have 

been robustly policing and 
patrolling targeted areas on a regular 
basis, at the times issues occur. In doing 
this it has helped prevent issues from 

escalating and reduced the number of 
reports. If anybody comes across any 
antisocial behaviour please ring it into 
101 so an officer or myself can attend, 
or if you feel that I just need to made 
aware of the issue, please email me via: 
john.kopczyk@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

Speed Monitoring
Over the next few months I will be 
monitoring the speed on certain roads 
and streets in the village, either with the 
speed gun or deploying smiley S.I.D the 
speed indicator device. I am also looking 
to hold a driver engagement day where 

we will concentrate on a certain location 
which is yet to be confirmed, to capture 
speeding motorist and motorists who 
are not wearing seatbelts or using their 
mobile phone while driving.

If anybody does wish to discuss any 
issues with me please contact me on the 
email provided above, or please attend 
any of the Police surgeries I hold, once a 
month, at the Tea Rooms and the library. 
I do display posters around the village 
with the dates and times as they do 
change each month.

PCSO John Kopczyk

Back in 2014 acclaimed railway artist 
Nick Harling was commissioned to do a 
painting for NCRUG celebrating the 
completion of the refurbishment of 
Helsby station. It was called Between 
Showers and quickly sold out. The 
Painting is located at the back of the 
booking office at Chester Station. 

Nick has now been commissioned to do 
a further 2 paintings for North Cheshire 
Rail Users Group. The first of these is of 
Helsby’s second station, known as 
Helsby and Alvanley, on the former 
Helsby to Mouldsworth branch line. The 
railway was opened by the Cheshire 
Lines Committee on 1st September 
1869. The station is located just off 
Crossland Terrace by the humpback 
bridge and is hidden by trees that have 
become well established over the years. 
The station is now privately owned. 

The New Painting is set just after the 
small station reopened to passengers 
after a period of closure. The service 
intended for workers of the local cable 

making factory was short lived and 
ended just 2 years later. 

The painting titled, Waiting for the 
Workers, Winter 1936, is a limited 
edition of just 50 prints, signed and 
numbered by the artist and pays 
homage to another local landmark the 
railway served, The BICC cable works. 

The Helsby and Mouldsworth line was 
mothballed on 14th September 1991 
after a fire which destroyed the signal 
box at West Cheshire Junction on the 
Helsby to Hooton Branch line. Network 
Rail have never gone through a formal 
procedure to close the line. It now serves 
as a useful nature corridor for local 
wildlife.

The print will cost £25 plus p&p and will 
be available from Helsby Post office or 
via the NCRUG website or Facebook 
page from Monday 11th September. It 
would make a great Christmas present. 

All profits from this print will be carried 

over to Nick’s 3rd and final painting 
which will celebrate the reinstament of 
services over the Halton Curve in 2018. 
The final painting will be realised 
September next year. Your support will 
be very much appreciated. 

Ian Whitley, NSRUG

Welcome news for Helsby folk is that 
the work restoring Halton Curve has 
now started and is expected to be 
finished by May next year, with the new 
passenger service to Liverpool starting 
in December 2018. It will be an hourly 
service to start with but that may change 
depending on demand for the service. 

Our picture shows some happy faces 
thrilled to be getting on with the job!

Happy for Halton Curve

HELSBY AND MOULDSWORTH BRANCH LINE REMEMBERED

Mersey travel

Copyright Nick Harling and Ian Whitley 
NCRUG

An Apology 
Last months edition saw an article credited 
to Ian Whitley. This was not the case and we 
apologise to Ian for the mistake.
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Another Good Year for Helsby High

Hillside Primary Sports Success

Helsby High School Students can be 
proud of a bumper crop of outstanding 
results this summer.

A level results were particularly good 
with an overall A level pass rate of 
99% with 28 students achieving at 
least one A* grade and 15 BTEC 
engineering and IT students achieving 
30 Distinction* grades between them.

GCSE students rose to the challenge 
of the new, more demanding English 
and Maths exams 78% achieving the 
equivalent of A*-C in English and 
Maths and 85% getting at least 5 A*-C 
Grades.

61 students achieved at least 5 9-7 
grades under the new marking system 

and 26 students achieved 8 or more 
9-7 grades.

Headteacher, Mr John Dowler, 
commended the students for their 
commitment and determination and 
thanked staff and parents for their 
unstinting support and encouragement.

Here we see some of the students 
celebrating their results.

The pupils at Hillside have celebrated many sports successes 
over the summer term. The Year 5 orienteering team reached 
the Cheshire fi nals in an inter-school competition as did the year 
3 and 4 gymnastics squads. We have also just had notifi cation 
that we have been awarded gold for the School Games Mark 
for the fourth successive year! Rain meant a postponement to 
our whole school Race For Life event that had been planned to 
round off our annual Sports Week but we were able to
rearrange and were very proud of all the children from 
Reception upwards for taking part. As well as having fun, their 
donations raised £694.25 for Cancer Research UK. 

Judith Potts

July saw over 700 visitors through the 
doors at Helsby Hillside School  to view 
our latest exhibition of children’s work, 
based on the book The Wonder by 
Faye Hanson. Faye, whose home is in 
the North East, came to visit the school 
at the start of the project and read the 
book to the children and talked about 
her work. We also held a Wonder Day 
at Helsby High School’s fi eld where 
the children enjoyed a helter skelter, a 
circus skills workshop, a planetarium and 
a cave bus where they could explore 
a simulated cave. These experiences 
fuelled the children’s own sense of 
wonder and imagination and they 
then produced some fantastic pieces 
of art work and writing which was 
put on display to share with the wider 
community.

Judith Potts

Serious Business this running!

WONDERFUL’S
THE WORD
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The Ho Ho Helsby Volunteer Group 
has been busy raising funds for this 
year’s event which is on Saturday 2nd 
December. The event is funded entirely 
by grants and donations, most of which 
relies on the support of local businesses, 
musical artists and residents. Recent 
fundraising has included a Band Night, 
Bingo, pop-up tea stall. Following the 
great support and success of these 
events another Band Night is planned 
for Friday 29th September at the Helsby 
Sports Club. The Volunteer Group, 
comprising local residents, has plans to 
make this year’s event as big a success 
as 2016 with some new ‘surprise’ 

attractions and more stalls and music. 
HoHo Helsby aims to provide something 
for everyone, from very young to 
very senior citizens, as well as being 
accessible to people of all abilities. 

If you have any queries regarding the 
event, or would like to apply for a 
stall, please look at our website www.
hohohelsby.co.uk. Detailed timings and 
locations will be publicised nearer the 
date so please look out for fl iers and 
posters around the village.

Dianne Walker, Chair. 

Ho Ho Helsby

TICKETS ON SALE AT THE OLD BANK TEA ROOMS AND HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB

RAFFLE ON THE NIGHT

POSTER DESIGN KINDLY PROVIDED BY

Visit www.hohohelsby.co.uk for more info
or email helsbyxmas@gmail.com

HoHoHelsby

BAND
NIGHT 2
LIVE MUSIC 
FRIDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 7.30PM
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB

£5
PER TICKET 

ALL PROCEEDS TO HO HO HELSBY
HELSBY’S VERY OWN FUN-FILLED CHRISTMAS EVENT

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND...
DECLAN • OFF THE GRID • THE MOTLEY UKES
ALSO INTRODUCING RACHEL PRESCOTT

Helsby Hillside WI has continued 
with a varied programme since the 
last issue of Helsby News.

There was no meeting in August, 
but instead we had our annual 
outing. This year we went to Kendal 
to see the Quaker Tapestries and 
then on to Levens Hall to view the 
house and famous topiary gardens, 
completing the day with afternoon 
tea.

Our Sports Section had regular 
skittles and ten-pin bowling, and 
the outdoor bowling season is well 
under way.

The Cheshire Show was held on 
20/21st June and several of our 
members put in exhibits. This year 
we put in a Group Exhibit called “A 
pot at the end of the rainbow” and 
Pippa Randles earned full marks for 
her apricot fl an.

Norma Clare won 2nd Prize with 
her beautiful refl ective landscape 
photograph, seen below.

Several other outings are planned 
in the future including a visit to 
the National Gardens open day 
at Burton, and later in the year a 
theatre trip to see ‘War Horse’ in 
Liverpool.

We would like to welcome new 
members to our Group. We meet 
on the 2nd Tuesday of every month 
in the Helsby Community Centre 
at 7.30pm. If you would like to 
know more, or just come for a visit, 
contact Pam Hinkley on 01928 
722161.

HELSBY 
HILLSIDE WI
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North Ward
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115
Alan Gardner  722360
John Kimpton  724236
Sarah Temple  722181
Polly Barry 723238

Central Ward
Tim Thorne  726433
Chris Ellams  724409
Patricia Holder  727384
Sam Johnson  722297
Terry O’Neill  723205

South Ward
Peter Duffy  722908
Stuart Hulse  724272
Andy MacPherson  722168
Alan McKie  724960
George Randles (Chair)  724775

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Parish Office:
200 Chester Road,
Helsby, WA6 0AP

Helsby Parish Council

Helsby News is supported by Helsby Parish Council

Peter Alliss, the well known golf 
commentator, and Patron of the 
Powered Wheelchair Crusade which 
provides wheelchairs for children with 
mobility problems attended the Open 
at Birkdale recently and welcomed 
everyone to the presentation of 8 
wheelchairs to local children from the 
North West area.The Captain of the R&A 
responded by congratulating everyone 
on all their hard work in raising money 
to help these children. He then presented 
each child with a golf cap.

Neil Johnson, Captain of Helsby Golf 
Club, and Steve Cunniffe, Chairman 
of the Powered Wheelchair Appeal, 

represented the Club to present Helsby’s 
360th chair in the last 34 years. This 
went to Leo Bailey Heath, aged 7, from 
Werrington near Stoke on Trent. He was 
accompanied by his Mum Emma.

Leo was so excited on receiving his new
chair that he whizzed off at a great rate
across the presentation area with his
mum in hot pursuit! She finally managed 
to catch him and said that it
was going to make an incredible 
difference to their lives, giving Leo some 
independence but she was going to have 
to get fit to keep up with him!!

Kathryn Hoather

HELSBY GC POWERED WHEELCHAIR APPEAL PRESENTS 
LATEST WHEELCHAIR AT THE OPEN AT ROYAL BIRKDALE

Helsby Golf Club 
Wheelchair Classic
On a bright sunny June day, Helsby 
Golf Club held their annual fundraising 
“Wheelchair Classic” charity fundraiser. 
There was a golf competition with 
approximately 160 players, a meal and 
then the highlight was the presentation 
of wheelchairs in the evening to 
deserving local youngsters.  Finally a 
raffle and charity auction took place and 
a fantastic total of around £16,000 was 
raised on the day!

Golfing honours on the day for the 
gents, were Messrs Pearson and Dougal 
and for the ladies, mother and daughter 
duo, Anne and Karen O’Neil.

The Powered Wheelchair Appeal would 
like to thank the main event sponsor 
Jigsaw Law and the Ellesmere Port Lions 
for their hole sponsorship. Once again 
many thanks go to all their supporters 
and local businesses for their generosity 
and helping to raise such a fantastic 
amount – THANK YOU!!

Kathryn Hoather

Record Breaking Year for Frodsham Classic Motor Show

Visitors flocking to the Frodsham 
annual motor show were treated to a 
trip down motoring memory lane, with 
more than 230 proud owners showing 
off their prized vehicles.

Some 2000 people of all ages turned 
out on a lovely day to enjoy the 
Frodsham and Helsby Rotary-organised 
event - which raised over £6,000 and 
this will be distributed among local, 
national and international charities.

At the event, car fans were treated to a 
record breaking 236 vehicles on show 
- from a replica of KITT, the talking car 
of Knightrider fame in the 1980’s to 
classic cars and motorcycles, sports cars 
old and not so old, tractors and a huge 
convoy of MGs and Triumphs. 

Judges representing the main sponsors 
- Forest Hills Hotel, Trust Ford, Hover 
Force, Cheshire Glamping and Plasmet 
- handed out a total of 15 prizes 
including one for the best in show, a 
1955 Bentley Mk6.

A huge thank you goes to our 
sponsors and programme advertisers, 
as well as to the exhibitors and visitors. 
We are also grateful to those you gave 
their time to make sure the show was 
a success, including the Frodsham and 
Helsby Inner Wheel.

Michael Killen

Chester and Wrexham
MG owners club Vehicles


