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Parish Council News

Vacancy for a Central Ward 
Councillor
 
If you are really interested in the village 
and you have time to attend meetings 
and get involved with the community, 
did you ever think about becoming a 
Parish Councillor? I’m keeping it brief 
but ideally you’ll be over 18, have lived 
in Helsby for over 12 months (preferably 
in Central Ward) and be connected to 
the internet.
 
If you’d like to know more about the 
expectations of a Parish Councillor, 
then please contact the Parish Clerk on 
726433 or email: helsbyparishcouncil@
btconnect.com 

Turned Down
Helsby News has learnt that CWAC and 
Helsby Parish Council requested the 
Secretary of State for Communities and 
Local Government to “call in” the 
application for the erection of 23 
affordable houses off Proffits Lane 
following the CWAC Planning 
Committee’s decision to allow building 
on the Green Belt.

The Secretary of State has turned down 
this request as the planning issues are 
deemed to be of local importance and 
the Government is committed to giving 
more power to councils and communities 
to make their own decisions on planning 
issues.

So back to the planners and the hope 
that the condition that ‘affordable 
homes’ will only be assigned to Helsby 
residents will be enshrined in the planning 
permission documents. It is already in 
our Neighbourhood Plan. The Developer 
funded survey of housing needs in 
Helsby identified such a need and was 
used to support the planning application. 
Let us hope that Helsby benefits and 
that it is some small compensation for 
the loss of our Green Belt.

Marj Thoburn

1st Helsby Scouts visit Foxhill

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM
THE CHURCHES OF HELSBY
HELSBY METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday 3rd December
2.00pm Community Carol Service 

Sunday 17th December
10.30am Carol Service 

Sunday 24th December, Christmas Eve
4.00pm    Christingle Service 

Monday 25th December, Christmas Day
10.30am Family Celebration for All

Sunday 31st December, New Years Eve
10.30am Morning Worship

ST PAUL’S CHURCH

Sunday 17th December
6.30pm Carol Service 

Sunday 24th December, Christmas Eve  
4.30pm Christingle and Crib Service 
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Monday  25th December, Christmas Day
10.00am Holy Communion with 
Carols
All are very welcome

At the start of October 1st Helsby Scouts 
visited Foxhill House and woodlands and 
had a very enjoyable afternoon, with 
thanks to our host Reverend Jonathan 
Green. The visit started in the Chapel 
where the Scouts were told the history 
of the building, which dates back to the 
1800s. The building was originally built 
in the Victorian era by a family from 
Liverpool, using the same bricks as 
commonly used in that city to remind 
them of home.

The house and grounds were later 
bought by the Pilkington family, who 
brought back saplings from their trips 
around the world and created the 70 
acres of woodland arboretum. The house 
and grounds were donated by the 
Pilkingtons to the Church of England and 
are now used as a Christian retreat or 
sanctuary.

The Scouts walked up through the 
woodland, passing the remains of a 
Japanese garden, before reaching the 
Folly. This is a stone tower which can 
be viewed from the bottom of Burrows 

Lane. It was built for the amusement of 
the owners and has fantastic views of 
the grounds and beyond.

Following a walk back down to the 
house via a different route through the
woods, the Scouts were treated to drinks
and biscuits before trying to spot the 
foxes carved into the front of the 
building. The afternoon was rounded off 
with a visit to the maze in the garden.

The Scouts would like to thank Rev. 
Green and the other staff for making 
them welcome.

Written by the Scouts of 1st Helsby 
Scout Group

Helsby News Editorial Team
Marj Thoburn, Barbara Ginty,
Betty Grieve, Vicky Mohring

Web: www.helsbynews.net
Email:  editor@helsbynews.net
Tel:  01928 724848 / 722304

Printed by NeuroMuscular Centre
Supported by Helsby Parish Council

Design kindly provided by 
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Getting A Move On?

HURRAY FOR 
HO HO!

For more than 10 years Helsby 
Community Sports Club has been 
beavering away, determined to provide a 
new sports club for the village to replace 
the current and rapidly deteriorating one.

In May 2015 the Local Planning 
Authority approved the plan and an 
enabling residential development was 
given approval in December that year 
that would provide the funding to build 
the new club prior to any houses being 
built.

As is ever the way circumstances alter 
cases and it is time to get a move on 
before the planning approval runs out in 
April 2018. A S73 variation to the 
planning permission was submitted and 
logged by the LPA on 23rd October with 
the hope that a decision can be made by 
mid to end of January so work can begin 
in earnest.

Three phases are now proposed for the 
development, consented under the 
planning permission. Phase 1 will see 
the footings go down to protect against 

expiry. Phase 2 will see the delivery of 
the replacement club.

The New Community Sports Facility will 
include sports club with changing rooms, 
bar and entertainment suite, four tennis 
courts, two bowling greens, 3G football 
pitch, access, car parking and 
landscaping and will be built on land at 
Mere’s Edge.

Phase 3 called “further enhancements”: 
of a fitness suite, dance studio and 
sports hall together with additional 
changing rooms will be added later 
when and if funds become available.

Marj Thoburn

Following the success of last year, the 
Working Group of Ho Ho Helsby 
volunteers set about fund-raising in early 
February 2017. Band nights, auctions, 
raffles, bingos, 80s evening, craft fairs, 
apple sales and tombolas; the people 
of Helsby didn’t let them down, and 
hundreds of pounds were raised during 
the year. 

Generous support came once again from 
the local businesses, many of whom more 
than doubled their contribution in order 
to help Ho Ho Helsby be even bigger 
and better! Grants from the One Stop, 
Tesco, CF and the Councils added to the 
momentum. 

The central Christmas tree and its lovely 
star sparkled for all to admire. The 

main intention was again, to provide 
‘something for everyone’, all ages and 
abilities, whilst keeping true to the very 
local, community feeling. 

On the day of course, the community 
turned out in their ‘thousands’ to 
support it. Faces, young and old, 
beamed as they enjoyed dancing to 
the fabulous music, ‘twirling’ on ice 
skates, the magician’s tricks, artisan 
stalls, patting the tiny ponies and 
admiring the reindeer who flew in 
especially for the day! Santa’s grotto 
at the Old Bank Tea Rooms (aka 
HoHo HQ) was, again, a pure joy. 

Talent on stage throughout the day at 
the garage, kept the crowds tapping their 
feet whilst enjoying fizz, cakes, eggs, 
craft ales, ice creams or a hot chocolate 
with a mountain of marsh mallow! The 
Mavis float procession was exciting and 
everyone beaming with pride at the 
passing vehicles as the Heritage bus 
showered them with snow.

And what about 
those mischievous elves and teddies 
around the village, did you spot any? 

It was unanimously agreed that Helsby 
folk, once again, had been very, very 
good, see you on 1st December 2018!

Dianne Walker, Chair, HoHo Helsby 
www.hohohelsby.co.uk

B8312 _ Helsby Sports Centre
Phasing Images 

DATE 11/10/2017
B8312-AEW-XX-XX-VF-A-0001

NOTE: FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES ONLY 

PHASE 2

PHASE 3
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Methodist Hall Newly Refurbished
In the summer of 2017, thanks to 
the enormous generosity of the local 
congregation, financially, as well 
as giving time and hard labour, the 
church has been able to complete the 
repair and refurbishment of the larger 
lower hall, shown here. The hall is 
now available for hire.

For more details please contact 
Booking Secretary Mrs Viv Robinson 
(via Church office 01928 727217) or 
email hmcadmin@btinternet.com

Welcome Rev’d Bintliff
The new Minister, Rev’d David Bintliff,
has been welcomed by the 
congregations of Helsby Methodist 
Church, The Hurst and Blakelees in 
Kingsley.

Rev’d Bintliff told Helsby News that he 
and his family have been amazed by the 
warm welcome they’ve been offered by 
so many locals.

“This is my first appointment as a 
Minister, although I’ve worked for the 
church in different ways before.

We moved to Helsby in the summer 
with the dog, chickens, tortoise and fish 
so the house is always full of life and 
noise. Some of the noise is me for music 
is an important part of my life, I play 
guitar and drums and there’s always 
music around me at home.

I have a great fondness for this area and 
the city of Chester, having studied my 
Theology degree at the University there.
I’m looking forward to getting involved 
in the local community and am always 
happy for a chat, so if you see me 
around the village, please do say hello. 
I look forward to getting to know more 
of you, and living alongside you over 
the next few years. 

Every blessing to you all, and may you 
have a great Christmas”

Welcome to your first Helsby Christmas,
Rev’d David.

Marj Thoburn

A diverse range of community projects 
have been awarded just over £45,000 in 
the second round of awards.

With sixteen applications totalling just 
over £200,000 competing for the second 
tranche of funding available (£60,000) 
the independent panel of local residents 
agreed to award just over £45,000 
to nine projects which met the 
requirements of the Community Benefit 
Fund constitution.

The successful applicants are: 
• Overton Memorial Hall for and upgrade  
 to the toilet block and lighting £977
• Frodsham Literature Festival towards 
 publication of the festival booklet 
 £2,600
• Helsby Rugby Union Football Club for  
 connection to mains electricity £1,800
• 4th Frodsham Scouts for a new 
 minibus £10,000

• Frodsham Youth Association for 
 building improvements £9,717
• Alvanley PCC for wall repairs £500
• 3rd Frodsham Sea Scouts for 
 camping equipment £1,882
• Frodsham Community Centre for a 
 dance and wellbeing room £11,000
• Kingsley and Newton Village Institute  
 for upgrade of the car park £7,500

Dianne Walker (Panel Chairman) told 
Helsby News that the remainder of the 
money available in this round will be 
carried forward to the next round and 
eligible schemes that were unsuccessful 
in this round can reapply for future 
rounds. 

For details of the Fund and information 
on the application process you can 
visit the website www.marshescbf.uk 
applications for the next round of funds 
will close at the end of February 2018.

MARSHES
COMMUNITY
BENEFIT FUND 
MAKES SECOND 
ROUND AWARDS

Chair, Dianne presenting cheque 

for £1800 to Chris Johnson of 

Helsby Rugby club
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60 Years of Dancing Entertainment
The Danash Stage School put on a 
show - “That’s Entertainment” at Helsby 
Community Centre this autumn. 2017
was a special year for the school’s 
founder, Maureen Nash, who is 
celebrating 60 years in the business. 
Today, Maureen helps her daughter, 
Bev, to run the Danash Stage School in 
Helsby.

To celebrate those 60 years, Maureen 
chose some of her favorite routines 
from over the years for the show and 
provided a musical journey down 
memory lane. Some of her past pupils 
made guest appearances alongside the 
current dancing troup.

To mark the occasion Maureen was 
showered with gifts and here we see 
granddaughter Molly present her with a 
scrapbook full of memories and photos 
from Danash dancers past and present.

Judith Potts

All Change Next Year at Helsby Station
Arriva UK Trains have pulled out of the
bidding process for the Wales and
Borders franchise after 2018. 
Operation of trains between Chester 
and Manchester and Liverpool via 
Helsby will move to a new company 
- MTR, Keolis or Abellio. Changes do 
not normally happen overnight though 
the trains will receive a new livery and
staff new uniforms. More news will 
emerge over the next 11 months as 
the Welsh Government intends to have 

the bidding process finished and the 
new operator ready to take over in 
October 2018. 

You can now follow the latest news 
on the new rail franchises on North 
Cheshire Rail Users Group Facebook 
page. 

Ian Whitley, Publicity Officer
North Cheshire Rail Users Group 

Father Christmas Float 
Routes- Helsby 2017

IGas beginning to 
move on Planning 
Application

Remaining Dates - December

Sun 10, Helsby  
Plovers Lane, Bates Lane, Landscape 
Dene, Foxhill Grove, Old Chester Road, 
Portland Place, Hale View Road.

Mon 11, Helsby 
Vicarage Lane, Smithy Lane, Bank 
House Lane, Hallastone, Rake Lane, 
Station Ave, Cresent Drive, Sandringham 
Ave

Tue 12, Alvanley
Meres Edge, The Windings, The 
Paddock, Alvanley Road, Arden Lea.

Tue 19, Helsby
Robin Hood Lane, The Rock, Swireford 
Road, Rockfield Drive, Britannia 
Gardens, Crossland Terrace

At the beginning of October IGas 
submitted a “scoping report” to CWAC 
to begin the process of a planning 
application for a well site near Grinsome 
Lane.(formerly Kemira Road) The site 
is where IGas previously undertook 
exploration for coalbed methane and
also found shale gas. They now want 
“to further test the various rock 
formations, including shale, for detailed 
information and to establish the quantity 
and quality of the natural gas within the 
rocks”.

The proposed development will involve 
drilling a new well, initially vertically and 
then horizontally and fracking to assess 
the flow potential.

The scoping report is not available on 
CWAC website but presumably once 
CWAC and IGas have agreed the scope, 
we will be able to see and comment on 
a formal planning application.

IGas have indicated that they will 
undertake a community consultation to 
take account of feedback from residents.

Marj Thoburn
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Helsby High Students took part in 
a range of activities throughout this 
important week with its theme ‘All 
Different, All Equal’. 

On Friday 10th November a non-
uniform day was held where children 
and staff had to wear something 
blue to support the cause and raise 
awareness for Anti-Bullying week. A 
remarkable £1200 was raised which 
will go to the charity Bullying UK.  

Students from all form classes held 
class discussions on topics associated 
with bullying and what Helsby High 
could do to help prevent it.
Each form class was then given the 
opportunity to contribute to the Anti-
Bullying board. (pictured here) The 
information will be collated and shared 
with Student and Pastoral Leaders and 
a set of action points is being created.

Helsby High School takes reporting 
alleged bullying very seriously. As a 
school community they do not tolerate 

any form of bullying.  Each and every 
member of the school community 
has a part to play in either reporting 
or helping to resolve any alleged 
bullying.  All students are expected to 
treat fellow students with respect and 
consideration by following the school’s 
Code of Conduct. 

In October, Helsby Hillside celebrated 
Harvest week when the whole school 
enjoyed a harvest breakfast together 
and attended a Harvest festival service 
at St Pauls Church.  Pupils also brought 
in items of food, pictured to the right, 
which were collected and donated to 
Frodsham Food Bank. 

Anti-Bullying Week 2017

Hillside 
Celebrates 
Harvest

Hillside Year 6 class enjoying indoor 
bowling lessons kindly organised by 

Helsby Bowling Club.

Primary Pupils from Helsby, Alvanley 
and Manley recently walked through 
the doors of Helsby Methodist 
Church to find themselves back in 
the year 1939 - Wartime Britain! 

Organised by Children’s Worker 
Cath Clarke and run with the help 
of church volunteers, many of 
whom were dressed for the part, 
the children were introduced to their 
‘evacuee families’. They took part in 
interactive workshops on the theme 
of ‘Remembering’ and heard first-
hand wartime stories whilst sitting in 
a mock Andersen shelter. As well as 
making poppy wreaths of hopes and 
dreams they learnt about rationing 
and war time food. The workshops 
made the whole thing come alive 
and helped the children realise that 
World War 2 involved people just 
like them!   

And on a bitterly cold Remembrance 
Sunday, some of those children, 
in the form of brownies, beavers, 
cubs and scouts filled St Paul’s 
Church as the packed congregation 
remembered the Helsby fallen of 
two world wars.

The road was closed to traffic as 
Rev. Green read out the names 
inscribed on the War Memorial, the 
last post was played, and wreaths 
were laid including ones made by 
local school children.

Helsby Did Not Forget

Remembering… 
Lest We Forget
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If you want to bring history alive for kids 
there is nothing like having them live it.
Pupils at Hornsmill spent a couple of 
exciting days recently acting as Celts, 
guided by Ed from Living History UK.

The children and staff came into school 
dressed as Celts and took part in 
activities which helped them gain a 
better understanding of how Celtic 
people lived.

What better way to learn than  seeing 
how to make wattle and daub, do 
archery, make bread, build fires and 
cook rabbit and pigeon stews.

Living Like Celts 
at Hornsmill

NOT JUST JAM AND JERUSALEM!

The creative side of Helsby Hillside WI  
went into action last month when we 
had a creative day making Christmas 
Decorations from Walnut Whips. As you 
can see no two are alike!!

Our meeting in October opened with 
a presentation by Mrs Ruth Jones who 
told us all about ‘The History of the 
Poppy Appeal’ which was a fascinating 
insight into the everyday workings of 
people involved. 

The Annual Meeting on the 14th 
November was followed by Mrs Hilary 
Green who revealed the ‘Women at 

War’, and the important role women 
played during both World Wars.  In 
December we have our Christmas party 
with Mr Robert Mason telling and 
singing ‘Lancashire Folk Songs’.

We have a new programme of events 
starting in January and we would like to 
welcome new members to our Group. 
We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month in the Helsby Community Centre 
at 7.30pm.  If you would like to know 
more, or just come for a visit, please 
go to our website at https://
helsbyhillsidewi.weebly.com/ or contact 
Pam Hinkley on 01928 722161

Helsby Village
Society
Helsby Village Society starts again in 
the New Year at Helsby Community 
Centre, 7.30pm with the following 
talks

Thursday 25th Jan - Cow to Cone - 
diversifying into ice cream, by June 
Wilkinson
Thursday 22nd February - Farmyard 
Birds by Roger Nutter
Thursday 29th March - The 
adventures of a Victorian Millionaire 
by Richard Baker
Thursday 28th April - Trust me I’m a 
Tour Guide by Liz Roberts.

Admission is £3 per night inc. tea 
and biscuit or £10 inc. for the year, 
Everyone welcome.

Can You Help Helsby News?

We need to recruit volunteers willing 
to deliver Helsby News to the following 
developing areas of our village:

Cable Drive, Barlow Drive and Croft 
Road
Mere’s Edge Apartments
Chester Road

There are 4 deliveries a year and if you 
would like to help contact Marj Thoburn 
on 722304 or email
marj@thoburn.clara.co.uk.



North Ward
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115
Alan Gardner  722360
John Kimpton  724236
Sarah Temple  722181
Polly Barry 723238

Central Ward
Vacancy  
Chris Ellams  724409
Patricia Holder  727384
Sam Johnson  722297
Terry O’Neill  723205

South Ward
Peter Duffy  722908
Stuart Hulse  724272
Andy MacPherson  722168
Alan McKie  724960
George Randles (Chair)  724775

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Parish Office:
200 Chester Road,
Helsby, WA6 0AP

Helsby Parish Council

35th Essar Four Villages Half Marathon – Sunday 21 January 2018 - 10:30 start @
Helsby Community Sports Club. Helsby’s own scenic road race through rural countryside, 
passing through the Cheshire villages of Dunham on the Hill, Mouldsworth, Manley, 
Alvanley finishing at the Horns Mill School in Helsby. The race raises donations for Halton 
Haven Hospice and Hospice of Good Shepherd.
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Junior Rugby Union
An amazing hidden gem of Cheshire, the junior section of 
Helsby Community Sports Club’s Rugby section has been 
getting some great publicity lately, and rightly so with recent 
Sunday matches attracting more than 300 children and 
parents to the Helsby Pitches. 

The recently formed Hornets’ section for the under 5’s now 
completes the junior section which caters for players from 
4 to 16. The section is run by volunteers who pass on their 
enthusiasm and love for the game.

Photographer Duncan Cowley’s photo shows just how much 
the kids love it. If you are interested in finding out more 
contact Andrew Wilson by visiting the web site www.
pitchero.com/clubs/helsby/ 

Betty Grieve

HELSBY SPORTS

Helsby News is supported by Helsby Parish Council

SOPHIE SHINES IN HER 
WOMAN’S ASHES DEBUT
This autumn has been an exciting time for local Helsby 
sports woman, Sophie Ecclestone as November saw 
Sophie, a former Helsby High School student, selected 
for the England Women’s Cricket Team competing in the 
Woman’s Twenty/20 Ashes series in Australia.

Sophie’s Dad, Paul (a life-time member of Alvanley Cricket 
Club) along with her brother James’ introduced her to 
cricket at the age of nine, playing in the under 11’s division 
at Alvanley CC. There, when she was 15, she was chosen 
to play in the men’s First XI and was clearly destined for 
bigger things and moves up to higher levels.

Those readers who follow cricket will know that Sophie 
certainly earned her place in the England Team, and 
although only 18 emphatically endorsed her signing by 
taking two wickets on her maiden performance on the 
second day of the recent series played at the North Sydney 
Oval.

Although Australia retained the 
Ashes on points England won 
the last match by four wickets, 
one taken by Sophie. The series 
ended in an 8-8 draw.

Sophie is fast becoming 
recognised as a real bowling 
talent and has been short listed 
for the BBC Young Sports 
Personality of the Year 2017.

Betty Grieve


