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GOING, GOING, GONE!
At last the derelict 
eyesore that was the 
Horse and Jockey has 
been demolished. It has 
taken more than 10 years 
and several changes of 
ownership to get this far.

Helsby residents will remember that 
planning permission to re-develop the 
site and build houses was first given in 
2008, provided the front of the 
old pub remained intact. This
condition seemed to put a halt on 
any building progress and for years, 
we, in the village, have watched the 
deterioration of the pub and despaired 
as the buddleia took over and festooned 
the roof!

Now gone, the site is to be filled with 15 
homes, depicted on the drawing seen 
here. At least that’s the plan? 

But we have been here before. Let’s 
hope it happens soon....... I’m tempted 
to say “Don’t hold your breath”.

Marj Thoburn
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Parish Council News

Path Works
Work on the pedestrian path around the 
parish field will start on 24th September 
thanks to the Parish Council finding 
special funding. The work will last for 3
weeks. The field will be available for use 
as normal throughout the works but 
there may be a few days when particular 
access points are closed. Notices about 
the project will be posted up at the field 
soon.        

Vacancy for a North Ward 
Councillor
Did you ever think about making a 
difference in your community? There 
is a vacancy on the Parish Council and 
if you would like to know more about 
what it takes contact the  Parish Clerk 
on 726433 or helsbyparishcouncil@
btinternet.com
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During the hottest and driest summer 
for decades our village Planters have 
thrived, thanks to the valiant efforts of
the volunteers who take part in the 
Adopt a Planter Scheme.

There are 17 Planters along Chester 
Road and each one is tended by a 
different individual or organisation. 
Every one of them deserves a prize!

The Parish Council has named the 
winners of the “Best Kept Planter” 
competition 2018 and they are...

FIRST Alison McCue. Her planter at the 
top of Fresh Meadow Lane, pictured 
above, has been much admired all 
season.
SECOND Paul Rogerson. Outside Bike 
Logic.
THIRD Ged and Sarah Ireland.   
Entrance to Queens Drive. 
Congratulations to all. 

PLANTER SUCCESS

Raffle On The Night...
Win a Hamper, Fizz, Sports Therapy, Bouquet,
Craft Ale, Beauty Treatment and lots more!

Kids Welcome 

POSTER DESIGN KINDLY PROVIDED BY

Visit www.hohohelsby.co.uk for more info
or email helsbyxmas@gmail.com

HoHoHelsby

BINGOBINGO

ALL PROCEEDS TO HO HO HELSBY
HELSBY’S VERY OWN FUN-FILLED CHRISTMAS EVENT

Friday 21st September
Helsby Community Sports Club 

6.30pm, eyes down 7pm

For all of you who ask when is Ken 
coming to sing again, another afternoon 
is to take place on Tuesday 2nd October 
in Helsby Community Centre starting 
at 1.30 pm until 3.30 pm. Ken will be 
singing a wide range of songs and as 
always is open to requests for your 

particular favourites. Admission is £2 on 
the door and includes tea, coffee and 
biscuits in the interval.

Everyone is very welcome just come 
along, meet up with friends and enjoy 
yourselves!

An Afternoon with Ken Walker
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Betty Higson was born in Rock Ferry
in July 1895 during the reign of 
Queen Victoria and long before 
computers and mobile phones, 
although dial telephones had just 
been patented and gold discovered in 
Klondike, Alaska!

Betty’s family moved to Helsby when 
she was 15 and when she married 
Guy, her husband, they went to live in 
Old Chester Road where they had 2 
sons, Peter and David.    

She has a brother who is 11 years 
her junior and as a child, Betty 
remembered the time when she was 
told she would be going to stay with 
her grandmother as ‘we are getting a 
new baby and Mummy will need to 
rest’. Her brother and his family now 
live in Australia and Betty has enjoyed 
several visits for holidays.  

Reminiscing, she talked about the dog 
they used to have, a Staffordshire bull 
terrier, “a real sweetie” she said, and 

the cat who hardly went out but could 
always be found in the sunny spots of 
the house.  

Betty was closely involved in village 
activities; she helped her friend Angela 
Green to start the very popular 
Tuesday Club - volunteering as 
treasurer. She helped out with the Girl 
Guides too, in the role of Captain she 
thought?

A long-standing member of Helsby 
WI, Betty was treasurer for some 
years, and looks back with fond 
memories of the friends she made 
and the happy meetings they all spent 
together.       

Now enjoying life in Loxley Hall and 
joining in the activities with friends 
there, Betty said she was so glad to 
still be in Helsby, she has always loved 
the village and surrounding areas, and 
has found the people all very friendly.   
And now at 103 she has lots of good 
memories stored away to enjoy.  So 

how has she 
managed to get to this grand old age 
I asked her?     

Looking quite bemused she answered 
– ‘I don’t quite know, I go to sleep 
every night and then I wake up next 
morning, and it is another day!’ 
So no pressure then!              

Here’s to another happy year for 
Betty!

Barbara Ginty

103 - and counting!

At the end of August we said goodbye 
to Dr Holliday who had been with the 
practice for more than 12 years, and in 
November long serving Dr Agnew will 
be retiring after 29 years.

Thanks to them both for all the help and 

care they have provided to patients over 
the years. It goes without saying that 
we will miss them both and we wish 
them every success for the future.

Colleen Porter, advanced nurse 
practitioner, will join us in September. 

2018 FLU CLINIC INFORMATION

We’re running flu clinics on:

Saturday 29 September, Elton Surgery
Saturday 27 October, Helsby Health Centre
Saturday 17 November, Helsby Health Centre
And some extra weekday sessions for those aged over 65.

Nasal drops flu vaccination is available for all children born between 1st 
September 2014 and 31 August 2016.

And, of course, it is FREE and strongly recommended for everyone born before 
31 March 1954, even if you’ve never had the flu.

Call the surgery on 01928 723676 to book your appointment, or visit reception.

HELSBY AND ELTON SURGERY NEWS Remembrance
Sunday

11th November at 
11am, St Paul’s 
Church Helsby

We will be gathering at the 
Memorial at about 10.45am 
in the Churchyard for the two 
minutes silence and the reading 
of the Names at 11am.

World War One ended at 11am on the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month, in 
1918, exactly 100 years ago.
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Rowlinsons Adopt Opal 
Clubs as Charity of the Year

Opal Services is the charity that runs 
the Opal clubs in some rural parts of 
Cheshire (OPAL stands for Older People 
Active Life.) Helsby Opal club is one of 
these so we were all delighted to hear 
that Rowlinsons, the solicitors based in 
Frodsham, had decided to adopt Opal 
Services as their charity of the year.                                            

Their first fundraiser was afternoon tea 
at Forest Hills Hotel. Local shops and 
organisations had generously donated 
prizes for the raffle and much fun was 
had playing musical Bingo. Rowlinsons 
was thanked by the Chair of Opal 
Services for all their hard work and in 
reply their spokesman advised all to 
watch out for further events!!

Biddy Mason from the Helsby Club told 
HN “For the first time in our twenty 
years the club has some vacancies and 
would welcome enquiries. We meet 
at Alvanley Village Hall on Thursdays 
from 10am to 3pm. Transport can be 
provided and members pay £12 a week. 

This helps to pay for the two course 
lunch, cooked on the premises, all the 
entertainment and any outings that we 
go on and of course, the transport”.
They are also in need of volunteers, so 
if you would be interested in becoming 
a volunteer or if you fancy entertaining, 
please contact Biddy on 01928 724710

Are you concerned about speeding 
traffic through our Village? Speeding 
traffic which could seriously injure you 
or your loved ones?

If you are then you will be pleased to
learn that the Parish Council has 
purchased a ‘TrueCam’ for our PCSO, 
John Kopczyk (seen using it in our 
photo). The device is portable and will 
be used anywhere in Helsby. 

The camera automatically records 
speeding motorists and their 
registration plates. This information 

can then be downloaded and sent to 
the Police enforcement office who will 
then send out the appropriate penalty 
to offenders which will include fines 
and points on your licence. 

Cheshire’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner supports his PCSOs 
carrying out speed enforcement at 
least once per week. 

Motorists, you have been warned. 
Keep to the speed limits in our village.

Marj Thoburn

WATCH OUT, WATCH OUT,
THERE’S A TRUE CAM ABOUT!
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Our Annual outing in August took us
to the Severn Valley Railway & 
Kidderminster. Other outings saw us 
visit Martin Mere, the wild life centre 
and a theatre visit seeing ‘Oklahoma’.

Our Sports Section had regular skittles 
and outdoor and ten-pin bowling and 
monthly lunch club have been enjoying 
meetings in local restaurants 

The Cheshire Show was held on 
19/20th June and several of our 
members were successful with their 
exhibits. Gillian Volter gained 2nd place 
with her crocheted garden apron,
Margaret Wright won 2nd place with
her flower arrangement, The Co-
operative Class won 3rd place with 
‘Have lunch will travel’ and Olive 
Wainwright received a commended 

award for her craft exhibit. 
Congratulations to them all.

Our Autumn programme starts on 11th 
September with Alex Clifton, the
Artistic Director of Storyhouse in 
Chester. In October we will be enjoying 
Snugbury’s Ice Cream and our meeting 
in November will have Ian Black telling 
us about ‘Hairdressing through the 
Ages’, and we finish the year with 
Helen Bundy from ‘Blood Bikes’.

We would like to welcome new 
members to our Group. We meet on 
the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the 
Helsby Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
If you would like to know more, or just 
come for a visit, contact Pam Hinkley 
on 01928 722161.

News from Helsby WI

Helsby Tennis Club 
spear heads a
Community Project 
to restore the ailing 
tennis courts at
Frodsham’s Castle Park

Helsby Tennis Club is a thriving, 
friendly and very busy arm of 
Helsby Community Sports Club. 
We have been delighted to be 
involved in the re-development 
of Frodsham’s Castle Park courts 
which had fallen into a poor state 
of repair. Working with the Castle 
Park Trust, CWAC, the LTA and 
sponsors Protos, who supplied the 
grant finding, the courts have been 
renovated.

We hope to use the courts to 
encourage you to enjoy tennis and 
have started a Thursday club night 
at Castle Park in addition to the 
Helsby Club sessions on Monday 
7-9 and Saturday 1.30-3.30.
Hope to see you on the courts 
sometime even if you haven’t 
picked up a racquet for a while.

Any queries ring Jo 07714 325356.

PEOPLE VS PEEL – WE WIN
For once, Peel haven’t got their 
own way over development of 
the incinerator and adjacent 
Protos resource recovery park.

On 7th August, Cheshire West Planning 
Committee voted unanimously (bar one 
abstension) to refuse Peel’s application 
to remove the requirement to build 
a railway linking the canal berth and 
mainline rail network before the 
incinerator is operational.  

Their decision overturned the Planning 
Officer’s recommendation and it was 
clear committee members had listened 
to speeches made by a Helsby Parish 
Councillor and a local CWAC Councillor.  
The Parish Council was sceptical that 
the railway would ever be built and 
suggested the Protos and the Incinerator 
planning permissions were being played 
off against each other because nobody 
wanted to fund the rail link. We pointed 
out the biomass plant and timber 
recycling unit at Protos, which will soon 
be operational, could have benefited 
from a rail link and that it would attract 
other future partners. The consented 
limits on vehicle movements were based
on a worst case, not the normal mode 

of operation, and we highlighted Helsby 
residents were worried about the 
potential health impact from increased 
traffic. We believed Peel should deliver 
the multi-modal, sustainable facility 
originally intended when the Secretary 
of State approved the development 
in 2009.  Committee members noted 
the “sense of betrayal within the 
community”, agreed the CWAC Local 
Plan aimed to reduce road traffic 
by encouraging use of freight, and 
finally had the courage to refuse the 
application.  

Peel may well appeal against the 
decision but at least we can enjoy this 
small success!

P.S. Please visit http://thisisprotos.
com/community/community-benefit-
fund/ for details of how to get funds 
of up to £4,000. The form is simple so 
let’s take advantage of the £30,000 
Protos voluntarily offer each year for 
community projects. Helsby Tennis Club 
and Hornsmill School have already got 
money……. your organisation could be 
next!

Sarah Temple
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Horn’s Mill children have been very busy 
since returning to school in September 
2017. They embarked on a massive 
project to write, illustrate and publish 
their own children’s book. 

Every child in the school was involved in 
some way, either providing illustrations 
or ideas for characters or story lines. The 
writing team and illustrators (formed by 
children from across the school) then 
included these in the story.

In July the book ‘Charlie Barker and the 
Animalympics’ was published. The school 
held a book launch and a book signing 
event, where people buying the book 
could have them personally signed by 
members of the writing/illustration teams.

Rail News
Arriva Trains Wales says farewell on 13th October after running our rail services for 
the past 15 years. KeolisAmey, a joint venture between the French and Spanish will 
begin on 15th October, they will also be responsible for running the New Liverpool 
service over the Halton Curve. The new Franchise will run under the brand name of 
Transport for Wales. 

Following pressure from the North Cheshire Rail Users Group on the condition of 
Helsby Station Railway bridge, Network Rail are now carrying out a 5 month 
refurbishment of the 100 year old structure. Work will be completed in October. 
Access to Platforms 2, 3 and 4 are currently made by two temporary footbridges. 
See photo.

It’s hoped that the new Liverpool Halton Curve service will start in early December. 
Celebrations and Merchandise to mark the event, a joint venture by NCRU Group, 
Community Rail Partnership, MerseyRail and KeolisAmey will be announced later 
this year on NCRUG website and facebook page. 

Ian Whitley 
Publicity and Volunteer Officer, NCRUG

HELSBY VILLAGE 
SOCIETY
Another new season starts on 27th 
September 2018 with new speakers 
each month on a variety of subjects. 
If you are new to the village or have 
just never come along, why not join 
us for an evening of entertainment,  

We meet on the last Thursday of 
every month at 7.30pm in the 
Helsby Community Centre. To pay 
for the whole season it is only £10 
but if you only want to come to one 
or two meetings then you pay £3 
for that evening. Whichever way 
you pay it includes a free cup of tea 
and biscuit and a warm welcome. 

The talks for the season up to 
Christmas are:

September 27th     
Anecdotes of a Registrar by Carole 
Codd

October 18th           
Miscellany of Films by James Walton

November 29th         
Cheshire Pubs and Pub Signs

December            
Members Christmas Social

For any further information please 
phone: Mary Moss 01928 722997.

CHARLIE BARKER AND THE ANAMALYMPICS
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You have to be fit to run a half marathon 
and Horn’s Mill Pre-school Mums, Helen 
Reynold and Debbie Waterson certainly 
are. In January they ran Helsby’s Half 
Marathon raising £400 to buy a specialist 
swing for the children with complex 
additional needs attending the school. 
There was sufficient left over to also buy 
extra resources for the special sensory 
room. Manager, Sue Huntbach, told HN 
that all the children and staff say a great 
big thank you to Helen and Debbie.

Marj Thoburn

Another excellent year for A-level and 
CCSE students at Helsby High and 
well deserved praise from Mr John 
Dowler, Head Teacher.

Of the A level results Mr Dowler 
said “I am delighted to be able to 
congratulate the young people from 
Helsby High School for, yet another, 
admirable set of A-level results in 
2018. We are particularly pleased that 
students of all abilities have made very 
good progress during their time in the 
Sixth Form.

Of the GCSE results Mr Dowler said 
“We are delighted that so many of our 
students have secured excellent grades 
and achieved beyond expectations. 
This year’s results are particularly 

impressive as they are achieved 
against the backdrop of significant 
national change”

A provisional analysis indicates that 38 
students achieved at least one A* or A 
grade, with an overall A-level pass rate 
of 98%. Of the GCSE students 73% 
had achieved at least 5 GCSE pass 
grades (4 to 9). 79 students achieved 
at least one of the highest grades (9,8 
or A*).

99.5% of students had achieved GCSE 
grades in at least 5 subjects.

The smiles on the faces in these 
photos makes witness to the hard 
work and determination of our young 
people.

HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS RISE TO THE CHALLENGE

Horn’s Mill Mums 
Run Their Socks Off!

Horn’s Mill Primary School
50th Birthday Vintage Fayre
Saturday 29th September 2018
2.00pm – 5.00pm

• 1960’s school lunches
• Baking, craft and fancy dress competitions – contact  
 school for information
• School choir / community choir
• 60’s dress / school uniform (optional!)
• School history corner – films and memorabilia –   
 come along and meet up with old friends, exchange  
 memories, bring along your old photographs and  
 school books!!
• Maypole dancing for ALL!
• Raffle, side stalls, face painting
• Cake stall – on behalf of MacMillan Cancer Support
• Grasstrack bikes, tombola and lots more!

EVERYONE WELCOME – PLEASE COME 
AND JOIN US
Horn’s Mill Primary School, Denbigh Close, Helsby
Tel: 01244 981050

FREE 
ENTRY

HARVEST
FESTIVAL 
St Paul’s Church 
Helsby, Sunday 7th 
October at 11am
Everyone Welcome
Please feel free to bring produce to the 
Harvest Thanksgiving. These will all be 
distributed to The “Ellesmere Port Food 
Bank” and “Save the Family”.
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North Ward
Vacancy   
Alan Gardner  722360
John Kimpton  724236
Sarah Temple  722181
Polly Barry 723238

Central Ward
Michelle Massey 727377
Chris Ellams (Chair)  724409
Patricia Holder  727384
Sam Johnson  722297
Terry O’Neill  723205

South Ward
Peter Duffy  722908
Stuart Hulse  724272
Andy MacPherson  722168
Alan McKie  724960
George Randles   724775

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Parish Office:
200 Chester Road,
Helsby, WA6 0AP

Helsby Parish Council

HELSBY SPORTS


