
HELSBY NEWS
www.helsbynews.net

H E L S B Y   P A R I S H   C O U N C I L

Helsby 
NEIGHBOURHOOD   PLAN 
Submission Version  

2015 - 2030

Helsby News is supported by Helsby Parish Council

Yes, despite all the concerned mutterings, 
the new parking charges and restrictions, 
brought in by CWAC at the end of July, 
seem to be doing the trick and there are 
now spaces to park and shop for us locals 
in the village. Who would believe that it 
could be that easy? 

Hard to believe that those regular rail 
users and workers have decided to 
abandon ‘Park and Ride Helsby’.  So 
where are they parking? On our 
residential streets? In front of our homes? 
Tesco’s? Gone to Frodsham? 

Do we need to be careful what we wish 
for? Will residents parking permits be the 
next stage in CWAC ‘s Parking Strategy 
as drivers overspill into our side roads?
   
The new pay and display tariffs at Station 
Avenue, Helsby, are 20p for up to two 
hours, 50p for two to four hours, £1 for 
four to six hours and £1.50 for over 
six hours. The same tariffs have been 
introduced at Frodsham Station, which is 
a pay on exit car park.

The on-street bays in Chester Road, 
Helsby now operate between 8am and 
6pm Monday to Saturday with the time 
restrictions to no more than 2 hours and 
no return within the hour. Similar 
restrictions apply to Frodsham Main 
Street with special circumstances on 
Thursday’s Market Day.

Proposals are afoot to introduce a four-
hour maximum stay at the Princeway car 

park. This car park is jointly owned by the 
Council and the Medical Centre and at 
present there are no plans to introduce 
charges. Staff working at the medical 
centre, the library and the leisure centre 
will be exempt.

The Parking story is not over yet and 
seems set to run and run.

Barbara Ginty
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PARKING? No problem!
BUT where have all the cars gone?

Remember the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee? 
What a show Helsby put on!

Can we do it again for
VE Day on May 8 2020?
Sure we can! 

Come to the meeting to explore how we might mark 
the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day as part of 
Helsby’s contribution to the national network of events. 

All welcome. Let’s make a start!
26th September 2019, 7pm
Scout Hut, Lower Robin Hood Lane, Helsby
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
POPPY APPEAL HELSBY

As usual volunteers will be running 
stands at Hapsford Service Station 
and Tesco in Helsby from Saturday 
26 October until Saturday 9
November.

As your ‘new’ Poppy Organiser I 
would be very grateful to hear from 
anyone willing to fill a morning or 
afternoon session at either Hapsford 
or Helsby.

Local businesses,
organisations or
individuals
requiring a
Poppy
Wreath or
Collecting Box please
contact me as soon
as possible.

Fiona Purcell
Tel: 01928 724412

Parish Council News

Our village Defibrillators are up and 
running and Helsby Parish Council, in 
conjunction with North West Ambulance 
Service are planning to run a Basic Life 
Support training session in Helsby for 
local residents. The course is free and 
dependent on numbers so get your 
name on the list for a free place by 
contacting Jeanette Hughes on 01928 
726433 or email helsbyparishcouncil@
btconnect.com

STOP PRESS
If you HATE LITTER please join other 
volunteers who feel the same as you at 
the Autumn Village Litter Pick on 21 
September 10am until 12noon. Meeting 
at the Community Centre Car Park.
Everything provided. We just 
need you! Contact Betty Grieve - 
Betty.grieve@liverpool.ac.uk for more 
information

Travellers on Towers Lane have made a 
further planning application for Change 
of use of Land for the stationing of 
caravans on Green Belt Land. Reference 
CWAC Planning application 19/02669/
Full

  

Come 
and 
Sing 
 
 

Music from John Rutter, 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, 

Peter Cornelius, and 
the John Williams’ 

soundtrack for 
Home Alone 2, 
Christmas Star 

Starlight 
 

Refreshments available in the interval 

For more Information ring 01928 723 327 
 

Friday 

6 December 
2019 at 7.30pm 
St Paul’s Church, Helsby 

 Admission 
£6.00 on the door 
No charge for children with an adult 
 

present a candlelit evening of 

Helsby News Editorial Team
Marj Thoburn, Barbara Ginty,
Betty Grieve, Vicky Mohring
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Helsby Village Society starts its new 
season again in September with a variety 
of speakers, slide shows and talks. It is 
held in the Community Centre at 7.30pm 
on the last Thursday of every month 
from Sept. through to April. Membership 
is open to all and costs £10 for the year 
Inc. tea and biscuits or £3. per evening 
if you are only interested in one or two 
topics. Posters will be up each month 
in the community boards, Tesco, Fearns 
Pharmacy, The Community Centre, 

and CAW Motor Factors giving further 
information. 

Programme to end of 2019
Sept 26th The World of the Honey Bee  
 by David Curbishley
Oct 31st     The River Weaver by 
 Margaret Carding
Nov 28th   Travels to Japan and Nepal by 
 Margaret Brooks
Dec 19th    Christmas Social (members 
 only) 

VILLAGE SOCIETY
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The Need For Speed... Why?
As residents may be aware, due to complaints about speeding 
vehicles on the A56 through Helsby, the Parish Council had 
a Speed Indication Sign installed on Chester Road to gather 
statistics of East bound traffic. Unfortunately, the radar sensor 
developed a fault and was replaced, and at the same time 
additional data gathering IT was fitted. 

It was hoped that installing this sign, as well as giving the 
Parish Council data to pass on to the Police, would also act as 
a visual reminder to motorists to keep to the speed limit. This 
sadly has proved not to be the case.

Recently downloaded data for the period from 10th July to 
the 18th July made for very worrying reading. Of the 22,525 
vehicles that travelled in an East bound direction (towards 
Frodsham) 72.4% exceeded the 30 MPH speed limit.

The time between 3 and 4pm was the time when exceeding 
30 MPH reached its peak, a time when School Children are 
making their way home, many on foot.

Now I know we all lead busy lives, and the car now plays a 
role in our daily lives, but is that a good enough excuse to 
risk the lives of you the driver, your passengers and innocent 
pedestrians who may be involved, should there be an accident 
caused by a speeding vehicle? 

As a Parish Council we have and will continue to do all we 
can to keep traffic through the Village at a safe speed limit, 
but there comes a time after consultation, advice and 
education that the next step of course has to be enforcement.

With the increased pressure on the parking situation in the 
Village, only set to get worse, now is the time for all motorists 
who live, work or just pass through Helsby to think, “Is it 
worth the risk speeding, ending up with a fine, points on your 
licence, increased insurance premiums and the possibility of 
injuring or killing an innocent by stander?”

So please think about your speed as you travel in and around 
Helsby, and perhaps we can in future report figures that show 
that vehicles are keeping to, and not exceed the speed limit.
Surely we all want to make Helsby’s roads, and 
Helsby a safer place to live.

Chris Ellams

Raffle On The Night...
Fabulous prizes to be won!

Kids Welcome 

POSTER DESIGN KINDLY PROVIDED BY

Visit www.hohohelsby.co.uk for more info
or email helsbyxmas@gmail.com

HoHoHelsby

BINGOBINGO

ALL PROCEEDS TO HO HO HELSBY
HELSBY’S VERY OWN FUN-FILLED CHRISTMAS EVENT

Friday 25th October
Helsby Community Sports Club 

6.30pm, eyes down 7pm
25

10

19

PETS REUNITED
We all know that we British are renowned the world over as 
animal lovers and that is never more true than when a pet goes 
missing and is frantically searched for.

In Helsby and Frodsham some folk go the extra mile and are part 
of a band of volunteers who work tirelessly to reunite lost pets 
with their owners. Local unsung heroes all, searching day and 
night and in all weathers, whatever it takes.

Who are they? Well they are BINDIS LOST AND FOUND PETS 
FRODSHAM AND WEST CHESHIRE. 

If you want to find out more, join them, help in any way, donate 
or fundraise……Look for them on Facebook or Google using the 
strap line above.

Eileen Noden
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RAIL USER NEWS
Relaunched on May 19, the new Halton Curve service to 
Liverpool Lime Street has proved a great success for Transport 
for Wales. Passenger figures are healthy and increase week on 
week with many opting to take the train for work to Liverpool 
rather than use their cars, weekend trains regularly see healthy 
loadings as commuters explore new places to visit.

As with all new services a small number of cancellations can be 
expected and these are posted on the North Cheshire Rail Users 
Group Facebook page. We are in regular contact with TfW 
management to discuss any issues with their services.

The new direct Chester - Leeds service is also performing well, 
but don’t get caught out using the service if you plan to board 
or alight at Helsby as only peak time trains stop at the station.

In other rail news, the old abandoned West Cheshire Line that 
passes though Helsby celebrates its 150th Anniversary this 
month. The line hasn’t seen a train since the late 1990’s and 
despite its abandoned state has never been officially closed by 
Network Rail. To celebrate the lines milestone North Cheshire 
Rail User Group have produced a set of totem style magnets 
featuring the old stations along the line. Limited to just 50, the 
set of 3 magnets includes, Helsby and Alvanley, Manley and 
Mouldsworth stations and the whole set can be purchased for 
the bargain price of £6 from Helsby Library and would make a 
great Christmas present with a local theme.
 

Ian Whitley, North Cheshire Rail Users Group

Frodsham and District 
Photographic Society
Are you interested in photography? 
Why not join the Frodsham and District Photographic 
Society. We meet at the Castle Park Arts Centre in 
Frodsham, on Monday nights at 7:30pm throughout the 
winter. This is a great way to meet new people and to learn 
more about using your camera and the art of photography.

We aim to provide something for everyone, from beginner 
to expert with outside speakers, practical events, help and 
advice on techniques and regular competitions. Please come 
along and give us a try and if you’d like to know more about 
us, give me a ring. Brian Lunt: 01928 722515.

Helsby Methodist Church Would 
Love to Pray for You

Have you ever thought about praying – or hoped 
someone would pray for you?
On the weekend of 27/29 September Helsby Methodist 
Church will be getting together to pray for our village as 
part of the National Prayer Weekend.

We believe that prayer changes things, on a personal, 
local and national level and we also believe that prayer is 
about saying thank you and appreciating our wonderful 
community!

We would really like to pray for you, your family, friends or 
your work situation.

Write a prayer request 
(anonymously if you wish) and 
post it in the box you will find at 
Helsby Health Centre, Old Bank 
Tearoom or the Methodist Church. 
Or send your request online using 
hmcprayerline@gmail.com.

There is no prayer request 
too big or too small!
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POLICE NEWS
In these days of Internet Banking it is 
crucial that you NEVER give out your 
bank details over the phone or let 
anyone remotely access your computer 
systems. It does not matter who they 
say they are. In these SCAMS the caller 
pretends to be from a bank, a utilities 
or telecoms company to persuade the 
other person to hand over their details 
and then remotely removes money from 
their bank account. Often the most 
vulnerable people in the community are 
targeted, especially the elderly. It’s vitally 
important if you believe your friend, 
relative or neighbour is being exploited 
in this way that you call it in to 101 to be 
investigated. 

During the school summer holidays 
Cheshire Police ran an operation 
to target and deal with anti-social 
behaviour across the county. Officers 
were tasked to target hot-spots every 
night so you might have seen an 
increased visible police presence in the 
area through the evenings. We also ran 
youth engagement events throughout 
the county including Helsby to help build 
positive relationships with the young 
people within our community. 

There has however been an increase 
in the amount of litter being dropped 
around Sherwood Court. May I 
remind people who use the park and 
surrounding areas to respect it and put 
their litter within the bins provided. 

Remember that I hold 
weekly Police Surgeries 
at different times 
and venues to suit 
everyone. This is an 
opportunity for any 
residents to come 
and speak to me in 
person about any issues they are having. 
These are advertised on the Cheshire 
Police website and on Helsby Police’s 
Facebook and Twitter pages

Niall.dudley@cheshire.pnn.police.uk 

In July, the 1st Helsby Beavers and 
Cubs went on a camp to Forest Camp, 
Sandiway.

We were blessed with good weather and 
the youngsters had a fantastic time on 
a range of outdoor activities such as the 
low ropes course, kata canoes and the 
cave bus.

Judith Potts, Beaver Scout Leader
1st Helsby Scout Group

OPAL Branches 
Out in the 
Helsby area
Helsby OPAL club features regularly 
in the Helsby News but did you 
know that OPAL (Older People 
Active Lives) offer other services in 
the area too?

OPAL supports older people and their 
carers living in rural areas to engage with 
their local community and OPAL were 
very pleased to receive a grant earlier 
this year from the Marshes Community 
Benefit Fund to support all the community 
engagement services they offer in the 
Frodsham and Helsby areas.

OPAL offers support to carers through 
two services – Breaktime, a free service 
offering short breaks to carers, and Carers 
Connect, a service which brings carers 
together. It offers Go on Line, a drop in 
service where volunteers help older people 
to keep connected using computers, lap 
tops and smart phones (Helsby Tesco 
Café). It also runs “What’s Cooking”, 
friendly social groups where food is at 
the heart of the session (The Windings, 
Helsby).

NEW! OPAL Branching Out Café – a drop-
in once a month on a Wednesday afternoon 

at The Kings Church, Chester Road.

On 24th July 2019, OPAL launched the 
Branching Out Café. From 1.30 onwards, 
members of any OPAL service, plus 
anyone looking for an opportunity to 
have a drink and a chat and join in an 
activity gather at the cafe.

The next meetings are 25th September 
and 23rd October.

For further details contact OPAL 
Organisers Jean Toyn 07923 425239, or 
Julie Ennis 07512 632515.

FOREST CAMP FOR BEAVERS AND CUBS

Card making at the Branching Out cafe Go On Line support at the Branching Out café
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Gillian Volter – 3rd Place for her Fish Tail

Saturday 7th December from midday
Festive procession from 6pm

More Attractions To Be Announced!

www.hohohelsby.co.uk

Stall reservations: hohostalls@gmail.com
Parade, advertising or sponsorship enquiries: helsbyxmas@gmail.com

Keep up to date on Twitter and Facebook

HoHoHelsby

Save the 
date!

Don’t miss it!Fun for all the family

Helsby’s very own Christmas

FRODSHAM SILVER SUNDAY!

Event:  Frodsham Silver Sunday
Date:  Sunday 6th October
Time:  2pm to 5pm 
Place:  King’s Church, Chester Road,
 Frodsham, Cheshire, WA6 6XR
Contact:  Liam Jones
Tel:  07443 455220
Email:  liam.jones@frodsham.gov.uk

Join us for an informal FREE (to 65 years and over) sit 
down with Tea, Coffee, Sandwiches, Biscuits provided, 
varied music entertainment and a raffle at a cost.

Helsby Hillside WI
A busy summer season saw us taking our 
Annual outing in August to the Ironworks 
in Oswestry followed by lunch and a boat 
trip on the aqua duct in Llangollen.

Our Sports Section has had regular 
skittles and ten-pin bowling, and the 
outdoor bowling season is now well 
under way. The monthly lunch club have 
been enjoying visits to local restaurants. 

The Cheshire Show was held in June and 
several of our members exhibited.  
Gillian Volter gained 3rd place with her 
crocheted fishtail, Margaret Wright won 
3rd place with her flower arrangement 
and Jane Cummins for her photography. 
Our Craft Exhibit gained a Highly 
Commended. Two of our members 
were also successful in the NAFAS tent, 
Mary Moss gaining a 1st place and a 
Very Highly Commended and Gillian 
Jackson receiving a 1st, 2nd and Highly 
Commended. Congratulations to them 
all.

Our Autumn programme commences 
on 10th September with Cathy Allen 
bringing us ‘Songs of Stage and Screen’. 
In October Margaret Elmsley will be 
‘Living her life in Wellingtons’ and in 
November we will be hearing the Story of 
‘The Dream’ with Gary Conley.

As Helsby Hillside WI will be 40 years 
old this year we plan to celebrate with a 
lunch at Helsby Golf Club.

We would like to welcome new 
members to our Group. We meet on 

the 2nd Tuesday of every month in the 
Helsby Community Centre at 7.30pm. 
If you would like to know more, or just 
come for a visit, contact Pam Hinkley

on 01928 722161.
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Final Performance for 
Horns Mill’s Team 6

The end of summer term at Horns 
Mill Primary was blessed with a fine 
performance of “Oliver” by this year’s 
Team 6. Here we see the full cast of 
happy players clearly at home in the 
parts they are playing and enjoying 
their last few days at the school. 

Horns Mill gave them a great send 
off with special fun and games and a 
camping event.

ANOTHER YEAR OF SUCCESS FOR HELSBY HIGH
Another excellent year for A-level and 
GCSE students at Helsby High and well 
deserved praise from Headteacher, Martin 
Hill.

Of the A-level results, Mr Hill said, “It was 
really pleasing to see that yet again our 
Sixth form students had flourished and 
realised their full potential with an overall 
pass rate of 98%.” With success across 
the entire Sixth Form curriculum and the 
very top A* grade in 15 different A-level 
subjects and 24 courses achieving 100% 
pass rates the students and teaching staff 
can feel rightly proud. 

A similar story for the GCSE results with 
80% of all students achieving standard 
passes in 5 or more of their GCSEs and 
exceptional achievement recognised in 

gaining at least 8 GCSEs graded 7 or 
above for our happy students pictured 
here.

James Cooney, Assistant Headteacher, 
congratulated Year 11, class of 2019, on 
their fabulous results and Headteacher, 
Martin Hill added “It is wonderful to see 
the student’s success spread across so 
many students and so many subjects.”

It is a credit to Helsby High’s broad 
curriculum that alongside their core 
academic curriculum success there are 
outstanding results in Humanities and 
Modern Languages, Business Studies, 
Computing, Media and the Arts.

Well done to All, Students, Staff and 
Families.

Happy students with their GCSE results

Some of Helsby Highs smiling Sixth Formers

In June, a couple of the trustees and 
supporters of the Helsby Golf Club 
Powered Wheelchair Appeal undertook 
separate fundraising challenges which 
were stretching to say the least! 

Firstly, on 15 June Alex Walters started 
his challenge – completing the Sandstone 
Trail in one day! He walked the 34 miles, 
through the heart of Cheshire from 
Whitchurch to Frodsham, in twelve and 
a half hours. He was joined by golf club 
members Steve Readdie and Colin Moss 
after 4 and 8 hours respectively.
 
Alex said “the walk was a stiff challenge, 
not difficult walking but a real slog. 
I’ve raised £2060 for this fantastic charity. I 
am delighted to be a trustee. My thanks to 
all who supported me”.

Later in June Kathryn Hoather, also a 
trustee, and fellow Helsby member Keith 
Trenell and supporters Paul Trenell and 
John Macholc started their challenge –
walking/climbing the Yorkshire 3 Peaks 
of Pen – Y – Ghent, Whernside and 
Ingleborough within 12 hours. Happily 
they managed it with 10 minutes to spare!

Kathryn said “It was a tough day but really 
satisfying to complete the challenge for 
such a worthwhile charity. We have raised 
£2,250 and are so grateful for all the 
support we have had.

And so Helsby Golf Club powers on 
towards its 400th wheelchair presentation.
An event which will take place at their 
Glitz and Glamour evening at Chester 
Racecourse in November.

WALKING CHALLENGES FOR HELSBY GC WHEELCHAIR FUNDRAISING
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HELSBY SPORTS

Helsby News is supported by Helsby Parish Council

North Ward
Polly Barry 723238
Alan Gardner  722360
Sam Johnson  722297
John Kimpton  724236
Sarah Temple  722181

Central Ward
Chris Ellams  724409
Patricia Holder  727384
Michelle Massey 727377
Terry O’Neill  723205
Mags Porter 725080

South Ward
Peter Duffy  722908
Stuart Hulse (Chair) 724272
Andy MacPherson  
Mallie Poulton 731817 
George Randles   724775

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433

Parish Office:
200 Chester Road,
Helsby, WA6 0AP

Helsby Parish Council

2020 Race Entry 
Opens Oct 1st

Our 37th Four Villages
Half Marathon - Sunday 19 
January 2020.
A scenic road race through 
rural countryside, passing 
through the Cheshire
villages of Dunham on the Hill, 
Mouldsworth, Manley, Alvanley 
and Helsby.


